
 



Hope Mennonite Church 
Longest Night Service 
December 21, 2025 

5:30 pm 
Gathering Music 
 

As you enter, please feel free to pick up a candle. After the opening 
song, everyone will be invited to place these candles (also available 
in the front), in a bowl of water.   
 

Welcome & Prayer 
 

Musical Meditation      Poor of the Earth 
For those who wish to follow along with the words        # 213 

 

Candle lighting 
We offer this poem titled “A Bowl of Night” for quiet meditation as 
we light candles together.  

 

Upon a frosty bowl, they drift and gleam, 
Small, gentle suns that banish deeper gloom, 
Each tiny flame, a whispered, waking dream, 

A silent prayer within a watery room. 
They catch the light, then cast it back anew, 
On water's surface, shimmering and slow, 
Like scattered stars, a soft and pearly hue, 
Where troubles cease and quiet spirits go.  

No hurried pace, no thunder, storm, or strife, 
Just wax-white tears that cloud to pearl and fade, 

A peaceful moment, holding onto life, 
A tranquil peace in shadows softly laid. 

These floating lights, a tender, calm display, 
They bear our hopes upon the gentle tide, 
Then drift away, as night gives way to day, 

With secrets safe, where dreams and worries hide.  
      -John O'Donohue 

 

Praying with Zechariah                                Luke 1:68-79 
 



Wisdom from on High is Dawning                                             #238  
O Come, O Come, Immanuel (stanzas only)                    #210                             
 

Spoken meditation & prayer                            The weight of waiting 
 

Lighting the Advent candles        Tender Mercies 
 

Benediction 
 

And our praying continues… 
 

*    *    *     *     * 
Welcome to our Longest Night service; a service designed to offer 
a place to honor the sense of loss many people feel at this time of 
the year.  Taking place on the evening of the winter solstice in the 
northern hemisphere, we use the imagery of the long cold night and 
provide a place to ponder and reflect with others who are 
experiencing their own grief. May this service touch your heart and 
soul. 
 

Worship Participants 
Worship leader: Ruth Harder 
Musicians: Erin Mae Lewis-mountain dulcimer; Jesse Graber-fiddle 
Pianist: Vicki Howard 
Song leader: Lowell Birkey 
Scripture reader: Joanna Pinkerton 
Worship tech: Scott Luty 
 
 

 
 

 


